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Handout #1:  
Promoting Migration: ​The Chicago Defender 

 

 
 

The Chicago Defender, founded in 1905, is a weekly newspaper targeted toward an 
African-American audience. In the first half of the 20th Century the ​Defender​ frequently 
reported news relating to race relations. Starting around 1910, the ​Defender​ began running 
articles and political cartoons urging southern Blacks to move north. These articles often 
portray the North as a “promised land” and an escape from the tensions of the Jim Crow 
South. Below, Images A and B offer two examples of content from the ​Defender​. Image C 
reveals the anxious reactions the ​Defender​’s promotions sometimes generated in the  
white South. 

In 1925, south of the Mason-Dixon line, the vast majority of southern African Americans 
worked in rural areas as sharecroppers or landowning farmers. Only 6% of the region’s 
African Americans were employed in urban industrial jobs. In the North, however, 55% of 
employed African Americans were working in urban areas at industrial jobs, in textiles, 
steel, automobile manufacturing and more. Most of that work involved unskilled labor, done 
under white direction. 
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Image A 

 
The Chicago Defender​, 1915  

 

 

Image B 

 
The Chicago Defender​, 1918  
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Image C 

 
Arkansas Democrat​, 1917 

 
Questions for Groups 

1. What evidence can be found that reveals ​The Chicago Defender​’s view of life in the North? 
Provide specifics. 

2. Why might the ​The Chicago Defender​ be banned in the South? 
3. Based on the types of jobs and living environments available to African Americans in the 

North versus the South, speculate as to how everyday life might have been different in the 
two regions? 

4. The Northern industries in which migrating African Americans often found employment 
were typically white-owned and white-managed. Migrants regularly assumed the lowest 
positions in those industries. With this in mind, do you think prejudice remained an issue in 
the everyday lives of the African Americans who settled in the North, hoping to leave the 
inequities of the South behind them? 

5. What value does a primary source have as historical evidence? 
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